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LEROI: LIVING IN COLOR

LeRoir Callwell Johnson Is The First Black Artist To Have A Solo
Show In Burchfield's Maim Gallery, A Meaningful Solo Exhibition
That Inspires The Next Generation Of Artists

LERCE: LIVING [N OOLOR, is a hefitmg title for cne of our community’s most exhihsted in
ternational arisis, LeRow C. Johnsan

Fles exhihitian, set tooopen Movember 11 ad the Burchficld Fenney A Center m SUNY Buf:
fale State College, will mark the firsl time an Afncan  American anlist bas ever haid o sobo show
im the Burchdield's Main Gallery in the hislory of #s inception. Seventy=five peeces of Iohnson’s
buld, bright, calorful creations will be on deploy. And alibough he bas been showeased and rec
agnized In major art centers acress the United States and arcund the warld, as the saying gees,
there’s no place like hame.

“The exhibit will bz my first mapor show @ museum and
im my hametwn af Buffaba which is Eiting arsd most mean
imgful to me.” Jehnson said reflecting on the signifcance of
thee npcamiing show. “Addstionolly, it will irclude the works
of 40 Buffale shedent antists who have produced mulEmed i,
writlen, nred goulphural responses ta my work.”

“It has besn my bonor to help then {siuderdsp expand
their artisiic experiences and realice thal their takenls con
lead them ip carcers.™
The Showase

Although he has artwark in the permanent collection at
the Burchiield, this antist's fire ime retrospective will shosw:
case vihmant works  created as early as the 1960Fs o present
LeRoi's  miuitive compoesitions embrace cubism, summeal
i=m, and absimachion o depict dreams and visions that are ax
maltifocetsd as his life. with roughly 909 of the peeces in
thee show that bave mever been seen in his hometivamn.

e had special prase for Tiffany Gomes, Burchhield's
first Black curator who carefully selected and srganized the
exhibit; layered with breathiaking, vibrant, afro-whimsical,

-I:!;!ril._uy[ works ihad burst acroxs the canvas in a dense punchy siyle the anisit descnbes & Eleciric
Frimitive.

“Tiffany 15 a brilliami voung cumtor with o kot an ker plate. [ was hesam ot fisst o bave
somebody %0 young but when | met her she was so professional [ felt comfortabie with ber immie-
diately: With =0 mamy elements that ga mba a show she's pol a pood eye for wark and she's very
cood 21 designing a shoew of this magnrude.” said LeFed,

iz works are influenced by his can personal experiences,  the Black community, arsd drawing
an Alro-Brazilion culture and African ancestral roots. The latier was impacted by a cbase friend
and famed Brazilion politician astist activist Abdias do Nascimendo.

In wombity, LeRor's's arl is a conversation for an expansive ambience of an lovers, collectors
ari=curiows and even those who may be nod be interested inoant at all.

* A lat of people aren’t meo ant bal my shaw has a lot of woddly clemenis that | think peaple
can appreciate,” be comtimued | "My work is 8 lving experience and noy interpretation of fife exe
periences. dreams amd connectivity, which | think a lot of people can imerpret in different ways"

Sharimg s Shining Momens-

Beflecting omce apain oo the local shadem antists. whose warks will be  part of his upcoming
shaw, bie emphasized that i1 was thetr mvalvensenl ths makes this exhibition even mare speci
and endearing . The dymamic callaboratson with the 12-17 vear old studenis octually enbance
the exhibit’s ceniral theme

“LERCH: LIVING IN COLOR brings together a dynamie sebectian of works throughaw Le
Fai's profific carcer thal addresses importam conversateons arsund identily, social justice, and
cammumity,” curator Tiffany Gaines elaborates. “The communal spirit present in his work = en
riched through our edwcational partnersheps and the inclesion of diverse woices from the next
penerntion in the conversation,” she commused.

“This project exemplifics the Burchlicld Penney's rale in car city: 2 celebrabion of art as o
recapnition of accomplishmem combined with an eduealsoral opproach thal supponts studenis
and cultuml pariners makmy o difference inowr commanily,” said acting director Scolt Fropauck.

Students from the youth crganceations of Bulfaka Center for Art amd Technalagy, Sgoeaky
Wheel Film and Mecia Art Center, Just Buffaka Literary Center, and the Bufaba Public Schools
participated in concemtrabed warkshops from the fall of 2021 throogh the summer of 2022 1o
enpaze with Lefoi’s artistic praciice

The daily asistance of [ocal adist edwcator Jay P Hawkins, fulfilling LeRot's direction bo
cuide the shedents while creating their multimedia works, hangs o fresh perspective 1o what
cammumity and giving back means in the arts.

“Thi= entire project with the shedents could mot bave happened withom ke assistince of Jay
1Bawkins. | am grateful for ks dedication,” sid LeFos.

Bom and raised vn Buffalo’s Eaxt Side. Johnson's antislic awareness is rooted @ the wery
minimal formal training that be him=elf received as a Buffabo public High Scheal student in a
cammurcial art chss while attending Buifale’s Hutchmson Ceniral Technecal High School.

LeRot, an atbarney by day. has spent a lefeimme dedicated o uplifing the youth

= I've worked with kids all my life, I've worked with Willie Hubch Jones program for 46 years.
I'mi nlways giving back. This group is amazing and extremely creative. |t gives you Eith in our
young people from what [ve seen with these schalars workmg legether,”  hie saed

The exhibition opens cn Movember 11, 2022, on M&T Second Frday, the Cenler's free
manthiy late-night evert, from 3: 3 pome to 460 p.m. The eveming will also feature live music and
all-ages artmaking. The exhibition will be on view through Manch 26, 2023, and will incomorate
programmring, includmg fours, lechures, and flm screemines. Visil barchfeld pennieyore to sty up
todabe. =LUTL

LePo withi ane 3t his arworks "Cokcr o Paage”
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